County OKs effort to save artwork
BY DARRELL SMITH/dsmith@newsexaminer.com
Redesign and engineering to the Fayette Circuit Courtroom was approved Tuesday in an effort to save the previously hidden artwork on the ceiling in the Fayette Circuit Courtroom.
The Fayette County Commissioners authorized Schmidt Associates, project architects, to redesign the sprinkler system, heating ducts and lighting in the courtroom to avoid damaging the elaborate designs discovered Oct. 28 by contractors. The cost is not to exceed $6,500.
Construction Administrator Jim Hooker asked the commissioners to authorize him to seek a firm price from the Garland Guild of Indianapolis for removal of all the old paint from the ceiling to expose the artwork in its entirety for the public to view. The price would also include cost of stabilizing the artwork so that construction work could continue on the remainder of courtroom and not delay the contractor.
An estimate of $15,000 had been presented by Garland, he said.
The commissioners approved.
Garland is the subcontracting firm that will restore a 4-foot wide strip of decorative stenciling in the courtroom and adjoining hallways as part of the original courthouse project bid, Hooker said.
Time is of the essence because the delay to the courtroom renovation which will be caused by efforts to save the artwork will cost about $15,000 a month to the contractors, which will be passed on to the county, if the postponement of work continues, he said.
Grant Administrator Jolissa Bates told the commissioners she had received a $2,500 grant from Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana and $6,200 in pledges and donations from the community. She had previously said larger grants opportunities would take much longer to apply for and receive.
“Everyone has been very receptive to the project,” she said.
The commissioners accepted a donation from Chomel & Sons of a copper fixture and its installation to sit atop the north cone of the courthouse.
EMA: The commissioners have the right to appoint a volunteer deputy director for the Fayette County Emergency Management Administration under Indiana code, commissioners’ attorney Beth Butsch.
Alan Arnold, chairman of the FCEMA Advisory Board, had questioned if the appointment of Jarrod McGlothen to the position during a Sept. 7 commissioners’ meeting without recommendation of the advisory board was legal.
“We had no knowledge (of the appointment),” he said.
At that meeting, McGlothen presented himself as volunteer director and the commissioners immediately made the appointment.
At a Sept. 20, FCEMA Director Adrian Ellis questioned the lack of education and experience of McGlothen as it relates to the qualifications for the position. He also asked why the appointment would have been made without input from the advisory board which is the normal course of events.
Butsch will write each board advisory board member explaining the Indiana code and her interpretation.
Ellis reported the training bar has been raised for local EMA directors that would require certification by 2007.
Ellis said he had been contacted by the Fayette County Foundation about funding opportunities for a tornado warning system and by the Connersville/Fayette County Chamber of Commerce which has established a committee to explore possibilities for obtaining a warning system.
He said the cost to have sirens throughout the county would be $180,000 to $200,000.
