Experts get closer look at artwork 
BY DARRELL SMITH/dsmith@newsexaminer.com
One proposal is in and another is expected to be  coming for restoring the decorative ceiling in the Fayette Circuit Courtroom, the Fayette County Commissioners learned Tuesday.   Jolissa Bates, county grant administrator, told the commissioners that painting conservators from Parma Conservation in Chicago closely examined the artwork last week. 

The artwork was discovered in late October when workers chipped paint off the ceiling disclosing the artwork that had been covered for decades and hidden above a dropped ceiling in the courtroom.

Elizabeth Kendall and Peter Schoenmann from Parma viewed the artwork in early December but wanted to be able to feel the paint before providing a cost quote and plan for the restoration. They estimated the original artwork was done around 1880.  

The conservators were able to get a closer look at the ceiling last week when Chomel & Sons roofing donated the use of scaffolding and Overhouse Bed & Breakfast provided overnight housing for the art experts, Bates said.

Parma has provided a quote for restoring the entire ceiling however the amount was not released awaiting information from Garland Guild of Indianapolis that may also wish to perform the restoration, she said. Parma estimated three months of uninterrupted work to complete the restoration, she added. 

Garland Guild is currently the subcontractor hired to restore a 4-foot strip of painted stenciling in the courtroom and adjoining hallways.

Construction Administrator Jim Hooker told the commissioners Garland has submitted a $15,000 offer to remove the old paint covering the artwork and to stabilize the artwork to protect it from further damage that may occur during construction in the courtroom. 

The contractors are currently constructing the judge’s bench, witness stand and jurors’ box in the courtroom.

Hooker said architects Schmidt Associates are continuing to redesign the lighting and heating and air conditioning in the courtroom so as to avoid damage to the artwork.

The commissioners approved lowering the height of the railing around the witness stand, court reporter’s station and jury box.

Circuit Court Judge Daniel Pflum said the planned height is too high for shorter persons.

Hooker believed the cost would be minimal because the veneer and trim have not been ordered.

He said the change orders approved by the commissioners on the project to date amount to an increase in spending of 1.42 percent over the bid amount of $7,264,892. That is extremely low compared to other projects, he said.

The commissioners accepted a donation by William Chomel of a copper finial to be placed on the north tower of the courthouse to balance the look of the new spire on the south tower.
